M A H A T M A
General Smuts will carefully look in any representations you make
suggesting minor changes in the regulations framed in virtue of the
Registration Act. I know that the Transvaal Government are firm
regarding this law. To resist it will be to dash your head against a
wall." Gandhi translated Hosken's speech to the audience but put
them on their guard on his own behalf. "If we submit to the law
there is no guarantee that this legislation will be final. The natural
consequences of such legislation would be segregation in locations
and finally expulsion from the country."
General Smuts declared that <cif resistance of Indians leads to
unpleasant results, they will have only themselves and their leaders
to blame." He warned that any Indian who had not registered him-
self after the date of expiration of the registration, would be put
across the border. No trade licences would be issued unless registra-
tion took place, and the result would be that all Indian stores
would be closed. "The Government have made up their mind to
make this a white man's country, and however difficult the task
before us in this direction, we have put out our foot down and would
keep it there."
No threats, however, could induce the Indians and the Chinese to
register themselves. A certain firm in Johannesburg of wholesale
provision merchants, having a large Chinese clientele, informed them
that unless they registered themselves, all further credits would be
stopped. The clients replied by asking the total amount of the debit
entries against their names, promised immediate payment and
threatened complete boycott. This brought round the firm, which
expressed apologies. An Indian firm of Pietersburg, pressed by a
European wholesale house in Durban to comply with the provision
of the act, indignantly cancelled their order.
The Government extended the time-limit by one month; that too
was further extended by another month and yet on November 30, the
last day fixed for the purpose, only 511 persons out of a population
of over 13,000 had submitted to registration.
Indian Opinion played an important part in awakening the Indians
in South Africa. In the beginning it accepted advertisements and the
press did some job work. But Gandhi decided slowly to dispense with
them and used the press and the paper solely to propagate his views.
The subscription was raised but the number of subscribers rose from
1,200 to 3,500. The paper reached the readers on Sunday morning

